to fight the aggressor. They had not asked for the keys of power
so that they could sit back and make merry. That was not the
way of the world today. The whole world was straining at its
leash, was rushing towards freedom. In these circumstances, if
they felt that conditions in India required a change, if they felt
that their only salvation lay in making and bringing about
drastic changes, then they should take such steps as would
bring about those changes. At the same time they had to consider
the possible consequences of their step on the entire world. The^
had to weigh the consequences of their action and inaction care-
fully in the balance.
WHEN INDIANS WILL FIGHT
Therefore, the Working Committee had passed a resolution
three weeks ago after fully considering their responsibilities,
their duties, the consequences of their action and how best they
could achieve their object. Their view was that unless some
change was brought about at once, the same fate which overtook
Burma, Malaya and Singapore would overtake this country also.
If they wanted to fight for the safety, freedom and honour ot
India, it was necessary that they should cast off the shackles that*
were holding them down, to shake off that lethargy and go to
work in an entirely new spirit. It was only when they felt that
they were fighting for something which they held sacred that
the people of this country could fight, pour out their energy and
blood and lay down their lives. They had made repeated appeals
and entreaties to bring about this change and as they had failed,
it had become their duty to take a positive step. That step was
certainly fraught with hardships; but they could do nothing
unless they were prepared to suffer hardships and make sacri-;
fices. It was only by suffering and strife that they could achieve^
anything at all. That was the meaning of the resolution of
July 14. During these three weeks, the message had spread
throughout the land. The resolution only reiterated the position
which they had always taken. As long as three years ago the
Congress had made its position clear and had cast its lot in
favour of democracy and against Fascism. Nothing that they
had done since then was inconsistent with this fundamental
position. They had always said that they would whole-heartedly:
aid the cause of freedom and democracy, if they were free. For
freedom itself they could wait. But the present question was not
merely of freedom but of their very existence. If they survived
and lived, they could have freedom. But the position now was
that they could not live and survive without freedom.
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